The Honorable (Full Name)
House Office Building, Room #_________

6 Bladen Street 

Annapolis MD  21401

Dear Delegate (Full Name)

I am sending this letter, as a concerned constituent, to ask for your full support of the Health Improvement and Disease Prevention Act of 2010, HB 1105 and SB 1003.

Too many Americans and Marylanders are not healthy.  The increasingly poor health of your constituents costs the state money, costs those unhealthy individuals money, and drives costs up for those who are healthy.  This cycle must end. 

House Bill 1105 forces us to re-think our healthcare model – the bill moves towards a prevention model and away from the existing model that only contemplates increased sickness.
House Bill 1105 also addresses the reality that people are more likely to engage in preventive behavior if they have an incentive.  History has shown that tax incentives work in Maryland.  In this case, citizens would spend $500 to improve their health well before the State would allow them to save $35 on their state income tax.  That’s good policy, and a good deal.
If we do nothing, healthcare costs will increase at a rate we cannot afford.  By creating incentives to engage in preventative measures, we will ultimately lower costs to the State, and to the citizens of Maryland. 

Please support HB 1105 and SB 1003. 

Sincerely, 

